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I hope that everyone enjoyed the festive season and a break from Council meetings. 
My family and I thoroughly enjoyed the Selladoor panto of Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs in the Queen’s Theatre on Boxing Day. With lavish scenery, beautiful 
costumes and special effects, it was the perfect Christmas treat. It had a good cast, 
excellent dance routines and a hilarious script. Congratulations to all those involved 
in the production.  
 

Before Christmas I had the opportunity of going to Islamabad and had a very 
interesting conversation with the UK High Commissioner, Dr. Christian Turner about 
North Devon and the wider South West. Security in Pakistan is very tight and there 
are now very few terrorist related incidents. Their economy is growing rapidly with 
60% of the population having been taken out of poverty since 2002.  Apparently 
Islamabad has been voted the second most beautiful city in the world and certainly 
has an amazing number of trees and parks. The High Commissioner offered to put 
anyone who would like to invest in Pakistan in touch with the relevant business 
people and the opportunities which are available.  
 

With the General Election now out of the way we can concentrate on implementing 
our corporate plan. Congratulations to Cllr Selaine Saxby on her election as the new 
M.P. for North Devon. Fortunately we didn’t have snow or floods or any other major 
problem in the arrangements surrounding Election Day and the count went smoothly 
at the Tarka Tennis Centre. Thanks to Judith Dark and her team for all that they did. 
It was a very busy time. Hopefully our new M.P. will speak up for our area and work 
closely with the North Devon Council. 
 

You will be pleased to know that we have now signed the contract for the new 
Leisure Centre in Barnstaple with Parkwood. They are due to start work later in 2020 
so an exciting development for North Devon. 
 
Also it is good news that Mark Read from the Salvation Army has kindly supported 
our officers in establishing the night shelter for people who are street homeless this 
winter at their hall in Barnstaple. The shelter will be open every night until the end of 
March. Our commissioned service will be supported by volunteers from the local 
churches, and I think a number of our staff have also volunteered which is great. 
Tash Rowland and Judith Wallis have worked really hard to get this challenging 
service up and running. 
 
In response to the signing of the Climate Emergency Declaration and the new 
environmental objectives set out in the Corporate Plan, NDC is acquiring some land 
mainly for the purpose of carbon sequestration. Planting woodland also offers a 
number of wider social and environmental benefits including community use, 
education, soil conservation, enhanced biodiversity and flood risk prevention. So we 
are in the process of acquiring over 40 acres in North Devon to be planted to trees 



which will increase the amount of publically accessible green space in the area. It will 
also provide another step towards the council becoming carbon neutral.  
 
A reminder that we have to spend our community grants by the end of January or 
lose any money that has not been allocated. You can find details of the grants 
already awarded on the North Devon Council website. Kate Johnson or Aurienna 
Dunbrook on 01271 388253 or email grants@northdevon.gov.uk will be able to 
inform you of others that may be in the pipeline.   
 
With every good wish for a happy and prosperous 2020. 
David Worden. 
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